Mark Ritual No. 2—Part 4 (2024 Edition)

This Jewel, Worshipful Master, you will wear at all
Mark meetings you attend during your year as Master
of this Lodge. You will transfer it to your successor
on the occasion when he is installed in the high and
honourable office you now occupy; he, in turn, will
transfer it to his successor so, it is hoped, that this
Jewel will always adorn the Master of this Lodge until
time with us shall be no more. Please remember,
however, that you should wear this Jewel only when
you are wearing your Mark regalia.

Additional text issued on behalf of the General Board of the Grand Lodge
of M.M.M. of England and Wales (May 2025)
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Additional text for Lodges subscribing to the GMKF

The Keystone Jewel

This address is usually delivered by either the Installing
Master or a Past Master. The following preamble to the
presentation of the Keystone Jewel may be read prior to
the presentation ritual being recited and should also be
highlighted to new members of the Degree to help them
understand the history of the fund and the significance
of its current status.

HISTORY—The Keystone Fund was established on
3 June 1930 on the basis that it would only apply to
the Mark Degree. However, by 1933 enthusiasm for
the Keystone Fund was so great that it was extended
to include other Orders administered by Mark Masons’
Hall. The primary purpose of the Fund was to help
finance major capital projects to improve the fabric,
facilities and quality of Mark Masons’ Hall.

At the celebratory meeting of the 150th Anniversary
of the Grand Lodge of Mark Master Masons held on
Thursday, 26 October 2006, the Most Worhshipful
Grand Master, HRH Prince Michael of Kent, GCVO,
announced the establishment of the 150th Anniversary
Keystone Fund.

The 150th Anniversary Keystone Jewel was to
complement, not supplant, the current Keystone Jewel,
which is worn with great pride by many Members,
Lodges, Provinces, Districts, and Inspectorates. The
150th Anniversary Keystone Jewel was identical to
the existing Keystone Jewel save that the ribbon is
embellished with the addition of an enamelled 150th
Anniversary Button of the same design as the 150th
Anniversary logo.
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The Grand Master’s Keystone Fund

THE FUTURE—At the Quarterly Communication of
June 2023, the Grand Lodge of Mark Master Masons’
General Board, after reviewing the Fund’s current
purpose and name, recommended a change of name
for the fund to ‘The Grand Master’s Keystone Fund’
in celebration of the Most Worshipful Grand Master’s
service to Mark Masonry. Initially, the new fund’s
purpose is to grant awards encouraging and financially
supporting individuals with their educational,
vocational and sporting achievements.

Presentation of the Keystone Jewel

I.M. or P.M.—This Keystone Jewel was conferred on
the Lodge by the Most Worshipful Grand Master in
the year .......... You will observe that the design of
the Jewel is symbolic. In the centre is a shield across
which is represented the upper portion of an arch,
built of large white stones; while above and below the
arch are the colours associated with the Mark degree:
blue and red.

Over the arch is superimposed a Keystone in silver,
completing the arch. Below are the latin words, Lapis
Reprobatus Caput Anguli - the stone which was
rejected has become the head of the corner.

In the centre at the top is a representation of man’s
right hand, bearing a Keystone in the manner of a Mark
Man presenting his right hand to receive his wages.

At each side stands a figure: that on the left being a

workman from the quarries bearing a Keystone; that

on the right being a man wearing the white apron of a

mason and holding an axe ready to inflict punishment
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usual in the case of an impostor attempting to receive the
wages of a Mark Master Mason without giving the token.

The wearing of this Jewel by a Worshipful Master
fulfils a double purpose. First, it provides visible
evidence that this Lodge, when properly called upon,
faithfully and conscientiously discharged its obligation
to the Most Worshipful Grand Master, and, secondly,
it provides a constant reminder to every brother always
to accede, to the best of his ability, to the requests of
the Most Worshipful Grand Master.

NOTE—the following paragraphs in italics should be
included if the Lodge has subscribed to the Grand
Master’s Keystone Fund launched in 2023:

The Grand Master’s Keystone Fund Button was
commissioned in celebration of the Most Worshipful
Grand Master’s service to Mark Masonry. The button’s
design is a reproduction of the Jewel appended to the
Grand Master’s collarette. The outer circle bears the
name of The Grand Master’'s Keystone Fund in gold
lettering on a background of crimson.

Within the circle there is a grey cinquefoil knot on a
white background representing the Star of Solomon,
overlaid with a white Keystone. In the centre of the
Keystone is a Triangle in crimson, the Mark Masters
Mark of Approval.

This button should reinvigorate the brethren’s charitable
nature in supporting the Most Worshipful Grand Master’s
Keystone Fund and be appended to the Keystone Jewel
Collarette.
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