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Principal Officers       2026 
J Trevor Bolton 
Provincial Grand Master 

 

 

 

 

 
 Andrew James Brown 

Deputy Provincial Grand Master 

 

 

 

 

 
G Gary Parker 
Assistant Provincial Grand Master 

 

 

 

 

 

Philip Oldfield  
Assistant Provincial Grand Master 

 

 

 

 

Warren Marsden 
Provincial Grand Secretary 

provgsec@wymmm.org 

Jason Cunningham 
Deputy Provincial Grand Secretary 

provdepgsec@wymmm.org 

Clive Hawkins 
Provincial Grand Director of Ceremonies 

provgdc@wymmm.org.uk 

R Edward Wilkinson 
Provincial Deputy Grand Director of Ceremonies 
provdgdc@wymmm.org.uk 

Ian Pattinson 
Provincial Grand Charity Steward 

provgchtystwd@wymmm.org.uk 

Michael Jessop 
Provincial Grand Treasurer 

provgtres@wymmm.org.uk 

Kevin Lloyd 
Provincial Grand Registrar 

provgreg@westyorksmark.org.uk 

Paul F Leach 
Provincial Grand Almoner 
provgalm@westyorksmark.org.uk 
07855 477417 or 07769 350167 

 

Please note that the Provincial Grand Almoner may be contacted on either of his 

above telephone numbers. Calls are answered in strict confidence. 
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Associations 
of Mark 
Master 
Masons 

Leeds and District 

President: Jim Brown 
Senior Vice President: Paul Leach  
Junior Vice President: Graham Cooper 

 
Secretary: Richard Beecroft 
ldima@westyorksmark.org.uk 

 
Date of next Annual Meeting 15th July 
2027 Masonic Hall, Harrogate 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 Bradford and District 

President: William Light 
Senior Vice President: Michael Astley 
Junior Vice President: Stephen Walker 

 
Secretary: David Howe 
bdima@westyorksmark.org.uk 

 
Date of next Annual Meeting 19th May 
2027 

 

 

Huddersfield, Halifax & Districts 

President: John Todd 
Senior Vice President: Michael Jessop 
Junior Vice President: Stephen Spooner 

 
Secretary: Warren Marsden 
hhdima@westyorksmark.org.uk 

 
Date of next Annual Meeting 3rd June 
2027 at Greenhead Masonic Hall, 
Huddersfield 

South Yorkshire 

 
President: Vacant 
Senior Vice President: Jason Figgett  
Junior Vice President: Martin Nettleship 

 
Secretary: Simon Green 
syima@westyorksmark.org.uk 

 
Date of next Annual Meeting 8th Sept 
2027 at  Tapton Masonic Hall, Sheffield 

 

The Associations provide a unique bond between Mark Masons in specific sectors 
of the Province and strengthen the link between the Province, its Lodges  and their 
membership. Their purpose is to promote friendship, harmony and inter visiting 
between all Mark Master Masons, primarily within the Mark Lodges belonging to 
each Association. They are supported by and strongly recommended to all 
Brethren by the Provincial Grand Master. 

 
All Mark Master Masons are entitled to attend the Meetings and are encouraged  
to do so. 
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ADDRESS FROM THE PROVINCIAL GRAND MASTER APRIL 2026 
   

Well Brethren, it’s so good to see so many of you here today and I trust that you are all enjoying yourselves. 

Brethren. On your behalf, it is my pleasure to extend a hearty West Yorkshire welcome to all our distinguished 

guests.  

 

Our Guests from other Provinces have already been introduced to you as they entered, and I now take this 

opportunity to offer each and every one of them a very warm West Yorkshire welcome. 

We are also most fortunate to have with us today many of the Rulers and Past Rulers from other Orders within 

our own Province. 

 

From the Craft, We are delighted to welcome the Provincial Grand Master R.W. Bro James Henry Newman 

(James is also Grand Superintendent of the Royal Arch, and Past Deputy President of the Masonic Charitable 

Foundation) The Deputy Provincial Grand Master Ian Lewis, (who is also Past Deputy Grand Superintendent of 

the Royal Arch) The Past Deputy Provincial Grand Master Brian Littlejohn, we are also pleased to welcome the 

Assistant Provincial Grand Masters, John Vause, and Christopher Allan, along with the Past Assistant provincial 

Grand Rulers, Andrew Wright, Michael Dyson, Rodney Tolson, Tony Brailsford, Paul Clarke (is also past 

Provincial Grand Principle, Provincial Grand Chapter. Past Deputy Intendant General, Red Cross of 

Constantine, Past Deputy Provincial Grand Master, Province of Lindsey, Masonic Order of Athelstan.)     

 

Stewart Carley (and Stewart is also our Past Grand Superintendent in the Holy Royal Arch and a Past Provincial 

Grand Supreme Ruler in the order of the Secret Monitor) From the Royal Arch. Philip Drury 2nd Provincial 

Grand Principal. From the Allied Masonic Degree, we have John Fred Clough Deputy District Grand Prefect, 

Past Deputy District Grand Prefects, Sam Carris, Brian Price and Gerry Barker (and Gerry is also a Past Deputy 

District Grand Master in Royal & Select, Grand Preceptor in St Thomas of Acon, and Deputy Master Mason in 

the Operatives.)  From the Royal and Select Masters, we have Ian Cotton Deputy District Grand Master, Algis 

Vasis, District Grand Principal Conductor of the Works.  

 

If I have missed anyone off, please accept my apologies, but we are very grateful for your support.  

Brethren, you have all received the Provincial Grand Secretary’s Report, in which he has taken a retrospective 

look at what has been a very busy period since our last Provincial Grand Lodge meeting. 

As I said in my address last year, the purpose of my address is to endeavour to set the scene for the new 

Provincial year ahead, what we have achieved during 2025 and where we now stand. Over the past year, we 

have seen significant changes and progress within the Province and I firmly believe that we have established a 

strong and effective working team. 

 

Our aim was and remains, to support all the Lodges within our Province, and with a team of four Rulers, it was 

an easy decision to divide the Province into four sections, aligned with our Mark Associations, Each Ruler was 

allocated responsibility for Lodges in a Mark Association area for a period of six months, after which we rotate. 

Having looked back over the year we agreed that six months was to long for one period, so we are changing it to 

three months. This new approach will, I believe, further strengthen our engagement and visibility across the 

Province. 

 

I am particularly pleased to report that our advancements continue to increase. Since April last year, we have 

advanced, new Brethren into the Mark Degree, and this success is entirely due to you Brethren, and the work 

you do within your Lodges. 

 



Advancements were only one of the changes introduced as part of our 2025 programme. On 10th July, we 

launched our first Grand Lodge Certificate Presentation Evening, held at the Greenhead Masonic Hall in 

Huddersfield. This event was attended by over 20 newly Advanced Brethren, who were supported together with 

members of their individual Lodges. 

 

The second Certificate Presentation Evening was held on 25th March at the Masonic Hall Wetherby. Brethren, 

the purpose of these Grand Lodge Certificate Presentation Evenings is to create a special and memorable 

occasion for our newly Advanced Brethren, and I believe that objective is being successfully achieved due to the 

continued support from the Associations and the officers of the year, the certificate evenings are proving to be a 

success so we will continue to improve those special events to make them an even more enjoyable evening 

throughout Province. 

 

Our Provincial Grand Stewards Lodge is now giving more support across the Province and today is a prime 

example, and I thank all the Stewards who are helping us here today, but not just today,  there is now a much 

stronger support at both the advancement meetings and Provincial escorted visits throughout the year, the Lodge 

is steadily growing in numbers and in strength, the early promotions for active Brethren within the Provincial 

Grand Stewards Lodge have now started to filter through the system, and I would like to thank the Brethren of 

the Provincial Grand Stewards Lodge for their continued support. 

 

2026/7 The Magic of the Mark initiative has been a great success within our Province over the past few years, 

and we are therefore pleased to continue promoting Magic of the Mark evenings throughout the province, the 

magic of the Mark video is to be updated; to reflect the progress we are making within our Province. Previously, 

our Mark Lodges have hosted these evenings within their own lodges, with the kind permission and support of 

the Provincial Grand Master of the Craft, James Henry Newman. We are now delighted to share that he has 

given his consent for the Mark Degree to approach Craft and Chapter Lodges directly, with a view to holding 

Magic of the Mark evenings at a regular lodge meeting Brethren, this is yet another demonstration of the bonds 

and cooperation between our orders. 

 

I congratulate all the brethren who have received honours today, both the Acting officers of the year and those 

who have received a promotion, Brethren who receive a promotion rank is due to their continued support and 

commitment to the Mark degree in many forms year after year. And whilst we acknowledge that fact, we cannot 

forget the Officers of the year and the contribution they make in their year of office. I feel that the office of an 

acting Warden is a worthy rank to hold, Our Provincial Grand Wardens are two key officers of the year and will 

from this meeting going forward we are to promote the Wardens with a two year appointment, the Junior 

Warden will be promoted to the Senior Warden for his second year in office, That in turn will free up a Grand 

Rank promotion every year. 

 

Brethren, just a week ago, the Most Worshipful Grand Master announced the names of those to be honoured 

with Grand Rank this year, and if present I ask them to stand as I call out their names: 

 

Acting Grand Ranks go to:  

Andrew J. Brown of Eland 439 to Dep.G.D.C. 

Mark Holland  of Haywra 525 to G.S.D 

William Light of Worth 727 to G.Stwd. 

   

With First Appointments going to: 

Simon Green of Britannia 53 to P.A.G.D.C. 

Stuart Prince of Wharfedale 1027 to P.A.G.D.C.   



 

With Promotions for: 

Andrew J. Brown of Eland 439 to P.G.J.O. 

Stephen Wood of Lightcliffe 715 to P.G.J.O. 

Roger Quick of St Chad 374 to P.G.Swd.B 

Neil Davies of Bronte 535 to P.G.J.D. 

Warren Marsden of Fearnley 58 to P.G.J.D. 

 

Brethren I think we should now give them our applause. 

Brethren, I would like to bring you up to date with the changes made to the Cleeves and Whitehead Trust’s 

during 2025.  

 

The new computer systems and programs are now well embedded and allows the trust to have better internal 

financial controls. They have also enabled more direct communications with the membership of the Province 

and support to the Provincial Charity Advisors.  

 

The trustees have now approved a new constitution which was endorsed by the Provincial Charity Committee at 

its annual meeting in March. The revisions are mainly to update the previous governing document, which was 

created in 2005. It reflects the development of charity governance over the last twenty years and gives more 

flexibility on the appointment of new trustees. 

 

I am informed that some £27,000 was sent to the MBF earlier this year to qualify 38 Brethren for various MBF 

honorifics and included 3 Grand Patron Diamond and 4 Grand Patron Gold, which will be /have been presented 

this morning. 

 

The C&WT have also supported the following: Almoners Lunches £8,000, Mark Holiday £30,000, Grants £24,000 

and Other Charities £22,000 making a total of £84,000. 

  

Also, the trust has now taken over responsibility for the online shop, you will find this on the Provincial Web 

Site where you can purchase a range of Masonic items as well as regalia, and I would encourage you go online 

and see what is now available for sale. 

 

Brethren, I said that we have to set out a plan for the future of our Province which will see its continued growth 

and create an environment which will put a smile back on everyone’s face as we enjoy our Mark Masonry 

together, It takes a Vision to make changes, and changes constitute progress, and Wisdom to foresee our main 

aim, and Integrity to deliver. I believe with the support of our brethren we have started that plan in good form, 

but we must continue to improve and expand on what we have accomplished so far. 

 

Finally, Brethren, I thank you all for your magnificent support at today’s meeting, and I look forward to seeing 

you all again in the future, and of course shortly for Luncheon at the Midland Hotel.                    

But for now - Mark Well, and God Bless you all. 



 



 

Website  :  www.wymmm.org.uk 
 
 
 
 

The next meeting of Provincial Grand Lodge is on  Saturday, 3rd April 2027 

at Bradford Grammar School 
All Mark Master Masons are most welcome to attend 

 

 

 

http://www.wymmm.org.uk/
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